Other Signs
of Mammal Activity...

Digging, Scraping and Tunneling in the
Ground...

Holes in the ground may be a sign of a Shrew, Mole,
Mouse, Muskrat, Woodchuck, Skunk, Opossum,
Raccoon, Cottontail or Fox. The size of the hole is a
great indication of the specific type of animal.

Mounds of Earth...

May be a sign of a Beaver or Muskrat if near the
water's edge, or a Mole if found in woods, fields or
lawns.

Constructed Nests, Homes and Dams...
Beaver and Muskrats construct dams in the water.
Moles, Cottontails and Shrews construct nests in or
on the ground. Gray Squirrels construct leaf nests in
trees (called "drays").

Natural Cavities: Tree Holes, Hollow Logs,
Upturned Stumps...

Could be occupied by Otters if near water, and
Opossums, Raccoons, Skunks and Squirrels if in the
forest. Look for scratch marks or gnawed bark
around the entrance.

Food Remains and Caches...

Mushrooms half-eaten or in trees is a sign of a Gray
Squirrel, Mouse or Vole. A collection of nuts, seeds
or cones is a sign of Squirrels and Mice. Dug-up
turtle eggs are a sign of Skunks, Raccoons or Foxes
(and sometimes Squirrels!). Gnawed bones are a sign
of Mice and Squirrels.

Scat...

Knowing the different tfypes of animals' scat
(droppings) is a very useful way of identifying which
animals are present, Raccoon scat is often found on
logs near water. Deer and Cottontail pellets are
found in fields, and tiny mice scat can be found under
logs or inside buildings.
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For more information...

If you have any questions regarding this
listing, or if you would like more
information about any of the City's
natural resources, please contact us at:
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Newport News Park Discovery Center
13560 Jefferson Avenue
Newport News, Virginia 23603
(757) 886-7916, 886-7912

Welcome...

Newport News is located in what is
called the Peninsula area of the
Coastal Plain region of Virginia. Its
forests, fields, rivers, marshes and
grasslands are a wildlife watcher's
paradise.
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During your visit fo the City's parks
we hope you will take the time to
observe our wildlife. There are 121
species of mammals found in Virginia;
30 of these may be seen in the parks
located throughout the City.

Save this brochure; it can be used at
any of the City's parks and provides

a nice record of "wildlife sightings."
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Most of the mammals found in the parks are w
nocturnal (they usually come out at night), so it

OTTER .
is not unusual to walk through a park without # q'..
.'

actually seeing any animals. You can find signs
of wildlife though. Look in muddy or sandy | opossum
areas for tracks of park wildlife.

% ‘ " A BOBCAT SKUNK ; & *
3%

“.“i T\ ‘* Lot

o UTEREL MUSKRAT

BEAVER




